
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Regional Chair’s Report   
Northern Region 
 

 
June 2020 
 
 



  

1 

Contents   
1. Governing body update  

 British Rowing Club Emergency Fund 

 British Rowing club affiliation 

 Back to Rowing 

 British Rowing Virtual Championships  

 Sport England / Government support for clubs 

 Coronavirus (COVID-19) advice 

 Howden Club Insurance Offer  

 Keeping your club going 

 Go Row Indoor newsletter goes weekly 

 NHS medal  

 ClubHub  

 Tell us #YourStories  

 British Rowing education & training update 

 British Rowing lockdown webinar series 
2. Regional membership figures  

3. National membership figures  

4. Active partnerships and other contacts 

5. Funding opportunities 

 

Please note that all information in this report is in the public domain and can be freely shared with clubs, events, members and volunteers 

 

 

1. Governing body update  



  

2 

 

British Rowing Club Emergency Fund 

A British Rowing Club Emergency Fund has been launched to deliver grant funding to those Affiliated Clubs that are most in need as a result of the 

coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic and whose future would be in jeopardy without support. The fund has been designed to supplement, rather 

than duplicate, support from Sport England, the Government and other sources. 

 

The fund opened at 12:00 on Monday 8 June and will be open for a period of three months, closing at 17.00 on 8 September 2020.  

 

Full details of eligibility and the criteria for funding are set out on the British Rowing website. This includes who can apply, what will be funded and 

not funded, supporting information required and FAQs.  

 

Applications must be made using the online form available via this link www.britishrowing.org/clubemergencyfund. 

 

British Rowing club affiliation 

470 clubs have completed their British Rowing club affiliation, which leaves 70 clubs outstanding. Thank you for your continued support in these 

difficult and challenging times. Sarah Leys will be in touch with regional chairs with a list of the clubs that are outstanding in the regions. 

  

Back to Rowing 

British Rowing has formed a ‘Back to Rowing group’ which has three sub groups, each of which is preparing advice for clubs. These groups are made 

up of British Rowing staff and volunteers. The three areas that they are working on are ‘reopening your club’, ‘back to training’ and ‘back to 

competition’. The advice from these groups will be published as part of our ‘Return to Rowing’ document. 

  

https://www.britishrowing.org/2020/06/coronavirus-advice-return-to-rowing-version-two/ 
 

 

 

http://www.britishrowing.org/clubemergencyfund
https://www.britishrowing.org/2020/06/coronavirus-advice-return-to-rowing-version-two/


  

3 

British Rowing virtual Championships 

British Rowing is delighted to launch the inaugural British Rowing Virtual Championships, bringing together indoor rowers from across the country 

and beyond for a weekend of real-time racing.  

 

Taking place on the weekend of 27-28 June 2020, the Championship format will comprise 2000m races and 500m sprints for all adult and adaptive 

rowers, alongside a range of team relays and additional adaptive, junior and junior adaptive events. 

 

For more details on the event follow this link to the website.  

 

Online Races / Challenges Series  

British Rowing has launched a series of free online challenges and races which are open to anyone through British Rowing’s online challenge 

platform.  

 

The current series of races will run to the end of June and range from 500m sprints and 5,000m time trials through to 4,000m team relays. 

Running concurrently with the online races will be a series of challenges inviting users to log their training mileage on the web platform in order to 

cover a range of distances, from marathons to full Atlantic crossings.  

 

The full programme of online races and challenges can be found on the British Rowing website.  

 

Sport England / Government support for clubs 

Sport England has announced that its Community Emergency Fund has had another £15 million added to it from the National Lottery. 

Applications for the fund have been paused to allow them to process over 8,000 applications. As illustrated on the dashboard overleaf, 72 rowing 

clubs have applied for funding and been assessed. 55 have been successful, receiving an average of £3,827.04. This equates to £210,487 of funding 
for rowing clubs. We will let you know if/ when the fund reopens.  

 

https://www.britishrowing.org/2020/05/first-ever-british-rowing-virtual-championships-announced/?utm_source=carousel&utm_medium=website&utm_campaign=virtual-champs&utm_content=announcement
https://www.britishrowing.org/indoor-rowing/online-challenges-races/
https://www.britishrowing.org/indoor-rowing/online-challenges-races/
https://www.britishrowing.org/indoor-rowing/online-challenges-races/
https://www.britishrowing.org/indoor-rowing/online-challenges-races/
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Other funding sources are still available and these are listed below with links. We recommend that clubs investigate the loan options available, some 

of which are interest free for a year and then have a very low interest rate if they are not paid off in the first year. 

  

Governments Grant Funding Schemes for Small Business Grant Fund / Retail, Hospitality and Leisure Grant Fund 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/882809/small-business-grant-and-retail-leisure-

hospitality-grant-guidance-for-businesses.pdf   

 

General Information to find out what financial support you can get for your business 

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/financial-support-for-businesses-during-coronavirus-covid-19  

   

You can find financial support and advice for your Club at the following:- 

https://www.gov.uk/business-coronavirus-support-finder  &  https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/financial-support-for-businesses-during-

coronavirus-covid-19  

    

Business rates holiday for retail, hospitality and leisure businesses. 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/check-if-your-retail-hospitality-or-leisure-business-is-eligible-for-business-rates-relief-due-to-coronavirus-covid-19 

 

Temporary changes to VAT payments to help manage cash flow. 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/deferral-of-vat-payments-due-to-coronavirus-covid-19 

 

Guidance for Small Business Grants Fund (SBGF) and Retail, Hospitality and Leisure Grant Fund (RHLGF). 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-business-support-grant-funding-guidance-for-businesses 
 

Business Interruption Loan Scheme (CBILS) 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/apply-for-the-coronavirus-business-interruption-loan-scheme 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/882809/small-business-grant-and-retail-leisure-hospitality-grant-guidance-for-businesses.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/882809/small-business-grant-and-retail-leisure-hospitality-grant-guidance-for-businesses.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/financial-support-for-businesses-during-coronavirus-covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/business-coronavirus-support-finder
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/financial-support-for-businesses-during-coronavirus-covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/financial-support-for-businesses-during-coronavirus-covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/check-if-your-retail-hospitality-or-leisure-business-is-eligible-for-business-rates-relief-due-to-coronavirus-covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/deferral-of-vat-payments-due-to-coronavirus-covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-business-support-grant-funding-guidance-for-businesses
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/apply-for-the-coronavirus-business-interruption-loan-scheme
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Bounce Back Loan Scheme (BBLS) 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/apply-for-a-coronavirus-bounce-back-loan 

 

Other additional resources that may be useful to anyone paying staff 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-support-for-business-from-outside-government 

 

Club Matters has also launched a Club Matters Coronavirus page on their web site which will be updated regularly. It provides guidance, toolkits 

and case studies.  

 

Coronavirus (COVID-19) advice 

Our latest advice for the rowing community, including our ‘Return to Rowing’ advice document, is available at www.britishrowing.org/coronavirus  

 

Howden club insurance offer 

We are currently supporting Howden (the providers of British Rowing member insurance) to develop a new club insurance offer. They have 

developed a new online portal for this offer and would like feedback from a selection of clubs on the design, functionality etc. If you are able to 

help with this by providing feedback via the following link your support would be much appreciated. Please also feel free to and share the link with 

a selection of clubs in your region. https://app.usabilityhub.com/do/b3bf86631eff/3996 

 

Keeping your club going 

Many coaches and clubs have come up with great ways to keep members active during the coronavirus pandemic. Coaches have set training 

sessions that can be done at home without any equipment, whilst some clubs have let people take ergos home and others have organised quizzes 

using Zoom or similar online tools. 
 

Please let us know at clubsupport@britishrowing.org  what your club is doing so we can share it with rest of rowing community. We have been 

publishing the ideas we are receiving from clubs here. 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/apply-for-a-coronavirus-bounce-back-loan
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-support-for-business-from-outside-government
https://learn.sportenglandclubmatters.com/course/view.php?id=71
http://www.britishrowing.org/coronavirus
https://app.usabilityhub.com/do/b3bf86631eff/3996
mailto:clubsupport@britishrowing.org
https://www.britishrowing.org/2020/03/keeping-your-club-going-remotely-practical-advice/
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It is really important to make sure everyone stays safe while using online tools – our advice on this is available at: 

https://www.britishrowing.org/2020/03/reminder-safeguarding-and-online-tools/ 

 

Go Row Indoor newsletter goes weekly  

British Rowing’s #GoRowIndoor newsletter has now become a free, weekly email full of workouts and fitness content for everyone at home - 

whether you are a beginner or full-time athlete, have access to a rowing machine or not. We want to help keep everyone fit and healthy whilst 

staying at home. With a range of on-machine, off machine workout videos, challenges and training content, it is not to be missed. 

 

The newsletter is out at 08.00 every Wednesday, so please do spread the message to your club members, class goers and family to get signed up 

(if they aren't already) - https://www.britishrowing.org/subscribe-to-indoor-rowing/ 

 

NHS medal 

The 'Do what you Can' NHS Medal, has now raised over £110,000 with all profits going to the NHS charities. The challenge is simple - do what 

you can - just like the NHS. This can be completed during your daily exercise sessions and is not be restricted by discipline, so indoor rowing, 

walking, running, cycling, wheelchair, or event pushchair, all count. However and whenever you undertake your challenge is up to you. Please do 

spread the word. More information can be found here. 

 

ClubHub  

On Thursday 7th May Phil Pring & Ashley Wyatt, members of the community development team, did a webinar on features within ClubHub. They 

were supported by Jim Hotchin from Maidenhead Rowing Club who was one of the club representatives that helped to develop the system. 31 

Clubs that have not be using the system attended the webinar. If you are interested in learning more about the system and how it could help you 

manage your club please visit the ClubHub page on the website or contact a members of the team ClubHubsupport@britishrowing.org.    
 

 

 

https://www.britishrowing.org/2020/03/reminder-safeguarding-and-online-tools/
https://www.britishrowing.org/subscribe-to-indoor-rowing/
https://rowthedistance.com/collections/frontpage/products/nhs-challenge-2020-do-what-you-can
https://www.britishrowing.org/knowledge/british-rowing-clubhub/british-rowing-clubhub-portal/
mailto:ClubHubsupport@britishrowing.org
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Tell us #YourStories 

A reminder that if you have any interesting stories you’d like to share with the rowing community, remember to let British Rowing know via our 

page here. #YourStories is designed to celebrate, inform, educate and highlight opportunities within rowing – whether it’s fundraising, club 

development activities, key milestones you’d like to celebrate or dedicated volunteers you’d like to thank.  

 

British Rowing education & training update 

British Rowing has appointed UK Coaching to conduct a comprehensive review of our learning, education and training programme with the aim of 

informing a new Education and Training Strategy. The research methodology for this project includes consultation with all key stakeholders 

through a combination of surveys, one-to-one consultation and workshops. We will also engage with rowing participants and seek to understand 

whether the current offer is responsive to their needs. 

 

Whilst many education and training courses have been postponed due to coronavirus, the following coach development opportunity is available: 

 UK Coaching Safeguarding & Protecting Children (Online Classroom) 
While the face to face Safeguarding Workshop has been suspended, UK Coaching has developed an online workshop to fill the gap and give 

coaches and club leaders the opportunity to continue their learning. This online classroom will raise your awareness of the tell-tale signs of 

abuse and give you the tools and confidence you need to deal with any issues sensitively, appropriately and effectively should the need ever 

arise in your coaching career. To book a place on this 2 hour workshop follow use this link. 

https://www.ukcoaching.org/courses/search?courseid=12288&distance=25&order=soonest&bookableonly=false 

 

British Rowing lockdown webinar series 

British Rowing has been hosting a very popular webinar series during lockdown to keep the rowing community engaged. Topics vary each week. 

If you have any suggestions for future webinars you’d like to see, please complete this form. More information can be found on the website - 

https://www.britishrowing.org/british-rowing-lockdown-webinar-series/ 

 
 

https://www.britishrowing.org/news/yourstories/
https://www.ukcoaching.org/courses/search?courseid=12288&distance=25&order=soonest&bookableonly=false
https://forms.gle/FJzMBPxZsqmg4bfa9
https://www.britishrowing.org/british-rowing-lockdown-webinar-series/
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2. Regional membership figures 
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3. National membership figures 
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4. Active partnerships contacts 
 
 Cumbria   
 Northumberland  
 Tyne & Wear  
 County Durham  

 

5.  Funding opportunities  
 

Sport England 

The Sport England funding page has lots of information on finding funding, so if you are looking to purchase equipment or improve facilities more 

information on their funds and how to apply can be found on their website - https://www.sportengland.org/funding/     

 

Active Partnerships (Old CSPs) 

Active Partnerships are networks of local agencies committed to working together to increase the number of people taking part in sport and 

physical activity. Most of the Active Partnerships have funding pages which have information on local and national funding sources. For more 

information on Active Partnership please visit the Active Partnership Network website - http://www.activepartnerships.org/active-partnerships 

 

Tesco Bags of Help Grant 

Bags of Help is Tesco’s local community grant scheme where the money raised by the carrier bag charge in Tesco stores is being used to fund 

thousands of community projects across the UK. The projects must meet the criteria of bringing benefits to the community. 

Bags of Help is administered by Groundwork who is working with Greenspace Scotland to support successful projects in Scotland. Visit the 

website for more information - https://www.groundwork.org.uk/Sites/tescocommunityscheme/pages/Category/boh-grant-for-project-tes   

 

Sport Capital Fund 

http://www.activecumbria.org/
http://www.northumberlandsport.co.uk/
https://www.tynewearsport.org/
https://www.tynewearsport.org/
http://www.countydurhamsport.com/
http://www.countydurhamsport.com/
https://www.sportengland.org/funding/
http://www.activepartnerships.org/active-partnerships
https://www.groundwork.org.uk/Sites/tescocommunityscheme/pages/Category/boh-grant-for-project-tes
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Sporting Capital is the first social investment fund in England that focuses specifically on organisations and projects that help to develop 

communities through sport and physical activity. They have a £3m Fund that provides loan funding of between £50,000 and £150,000 to eligible 

organisations. Further details can be found on their website - www.sportingcapital.org.uk  

 
 

http://www.sportingcapital.org.uk/

